
46 THE RAPE OF NANKING 

and around Nanking were slaughtered at Mufu Mountain, yet 
the cleanup there took days. Burial was one method of dis­
posal, but General Nakajima complained in his diary that it 
was hard to locate ditches large enough to bury heaps of seven 
to eight thousand corpses. Cremation was another, but the 
Japanese often lacked sufficient fuel to do a proper job. After 
the Mufu Mountain massacre, for instance, the Japanese 
poured large drums of gasoline on the bodies to bum them, 
but the drums ran out before fires could reduce the remains to 
ashes. "The result was a mountain of charred corpses," a Japa­
nese corporal wrote. 

Many bodies were simply dumped into the Yangtze River. 

THE MURDER OF CIVILIANS 

After the soldiers surrendered en masse, there was virtually no 
one left to protect the citizens of the. city. Knowing this, the 
Japanese poured into Nanking on December 13, 1937, occupy­
ing government buildings, banks, and warehouses, shooting 
people randomly in the streets, many of them in the back as 
they ran away. Using machine guns, revolvers, and rifles, the 
Japanese fired at the crowds of wounded soldiers, elderly 
women, and children who gathered in the North Chungshan 
and Central roads and nearby alleys. They also killed Chinese 
civilians in every section of the city: tiny lanes, major boule­
vards, mud dugouts, government buildings, city squares. As 
victims toppled to the ground, moaning and screaming, the 
streets, alleys, and ditches of the fallen capital ran rivers of 
blood, much of it coming from people barely alive, with no 
strength left to run away. 

The Japanese systematically killed the city dwellers as they 
conducted house-to-house searches for Chinese soldiers in 
Nanking. But they also massacred the Chinese in the nearby 
suburbs and countryside. Corpses piled up outside the city 
walls, along the river (which had literally turned red with 
blood), by ponds and lakes, and on hills and mountains. In 
villages near Nanking, the Japanese shot down any young man 
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