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Perhaps no one has made a more thorough study: Sun Zhaiwei,
“The Nanking Massacre and the Nanking Population,” pp.
75-80; “Guanyu nanjing datusa siti chunide yenjou (On the
Subject of Body Disposal During the Nanking Massacre),”
Nanjing Shehui Kexue 44, no. 4 (1991): 72-78.

Nanjing zizhi weiyuanhui: The setting up of such a puppet gov-
ernment was a longstanding custom of the Japanese in areas
of China they occupied and it enabled the Japanese to pre-
serve local structures of power and make some local elites be-
holden to them.

However, this statistic balloons still larger: Archival Documents Re-
lating to the Horrible Massacre (1987), pp. 101-3; “150,000
Bodies Dumped in River in Nanking Massacre Affidavit,”
Reuters, December 14, 1990.

For instance, in his paper: Wu Tien-wei, “Let the Whole World
Know the Nanking Massacre: A Review of Three Recent Picto-
rial Books on the Massacre and Its Studies,” report distributed
in 1997 by the Society for Studies of Japanese Aggression
Against China.

The authors James Yin and Shi Young: Shi Young, telephone in-
terview with the author.

They dismiss arguments from other experts: It is difficult to say
how many bodies washed up along the river were eventually
buried along the banks. On April 11, 1938, Minnie Vautrin
wrote in her diary that a man mentioned to her that “there
are reported still many dead bodies on both sides of the
Yangtze and many bloated ones floating down the river—
soldiers and civilians. I asked him if he meant tens or hun-
dreds and he said it seemed to him to be thousands and
thousands”; diary 1937-40, p. 247.

“Since return (to) Shanghai a few days ago”: “Red Machine” Japa-
nese diplomatic messages, no. 1263, translated February 1,
1938, record group 457, National Archives. Manchester
Guardian correspondent H. J. Timperley originally wrote this
report, which was stopped by Japanese censors in Shanghai.
(See “Red Machine” Japanese diplomatic messages, no. 1257.)
His estimate of 300,000 deaths was later included in the mes-
sage sent by Japanese Foreign Minister Hirota Koki to Washing-
ton, DC. The significance of this message is that the Japanese
government not only knew about the 300,000 figure given by
Timperley but tried to suppress the information at the time.





