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Second, the government officials who moved to Chungking:
Nanking Massacre Historical Editorial Committee, ed.,
(Zhongguo dier lishe dang an gan guan, Nanjing shi dang an
guan) Archival Documents Relating to the Horrible Massacre
Committed by the Japanese Troops in Nanking in December 1937,
No. 2, National Archives, Nanking Municipal Archives
(Nanking: Jiangsu Guji chubanshe [Jiangsu Ancient Books
Publisher], November 1987), p. 46.

Third, the troops did not come from the same regions: Wei Hu, for-
mer paramedic for the Chinese military in Nanking, inter-
view with the author, January 17, 1997, in Sunnyvale,
California.

Fourth, many of the “soldiers” in this army: Ibid.

Tired, hungry, and sick: Archival Documents Relating to the Horri-
ble Massacre (1987), p. 46.

Worst of all, Chinese soldiers: Ibid.

“protect innocent civilians”: Quoted in Yin and Young, The Rape
of Nanking, p. 32; Xu Zhigeng, Lest We Forget: Nanjing Mas-
sacre, 1937 (Beijing: Chinese Literature Press, 1995), p. 43.
“Our army must fight to defend”: Sun Zhaiwei, 1937 Nanjing
Beige, pp. 98-99; Xu Zhigeng, Lest We Forget, p. 44.

Privately, however, Tang negotiated for a truce: General Records
of the Department of State, 793.94/11549, record group 59,
National Archives; “Deutsche Botschaft China,” document
no. 203 in the German diplomatic reports, National History
Archives, Xingdian, Taipei County, Republic of China. Chi-
ang’s rejection of the proposal came as a shock to Tang and
the International Committee for the Nanking Safety Zone. In
a letter of January 24, 1938, W. Plumer Mills wrote, “General
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76.

Tang had assured us that he was confident that Gen. Chiang
would accept the truce proposal, so we were surprised to re-
ceive a wire from Hankow the next day to the effect that he
would not”; from the family archives of W. Plumer Mills’s
daughter, Angie Mills.

On December 10, the Japanese waited for the city to surrender: Xu
Zhigeng, Lest We Forget, p. 44; Bergamini, Japan's Imperial
Conspiracy, p. 29.

“From the 9th to the 11th of December”: Tang Sheng-chih to
Chiang Kai-shek, telegram, reprinted in Archival Documents
Relating to the Horrible Massacre {1987), p. 35.

At noon on December 11, General Gu Zhutong placed a telephone
call: Sun Zhaiwei, 1397 Nanjing Beige, pp. 122-23.

Tang received a telegram: 1bid, p. 123.

At 3:00 A.M. on December 12: 1bid., p. 124.

But then electrifying reports reached Tang: Yin and Young, The
Rape of Nanking, p. 38.

Sperling agreed to take a flag: Commanding Officer C. E Jeffs to
the Commander in Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet (letterhead marked
the U.S.S. Oahu), February 14, 1938, intelligence summary for
the week ending February 13, 1938. The report included an ex-
cerpt from a missionary letter (from George Fitch's diary, name
not given), which was not given to the press for fear of reprisals
from the Japanese; Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Di-
vision of Naval Intelligence, General Correspondence,
1929-42, folder A8-21/FS#3, box 195, entry 81, record group
38, National Archives; see also George Fitch, My Eighty Years in
China (Taipei: Mei Ya Publications, 1974), p. 102.

That afternoon, just minutes before his commanders: Sun Zhai-
wei, 1937 Nanjing Beige, pp. 124-26.

Not surprisingly, the order to retreat: Ibid.

Their soldiers continued to fight the Japanese: Wilson, When
Tigers Fight, p. 70.

Even in the larger, tragic scheme of things: Durdin, “Japanese
Atrocities Marked Fall of Nanking”; A. T. Steele, “Reporters
Liken Slaughter of Panicky Nanking Chinese to Jackrabbit
Drive in US,” Chicago Daily News, February 4, 1938; E Till-
man Durdin, “U.S. Naval Display Reported Likely Unless
Japan Guarantees Our Rights; Butchery Marked Capture of
Nanking,” New York Times, December 18, 1937; author’s in-
terviews with survivors.
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77. But before the gate lay a scene: For details of the congestion, fire
and deaths before the gate and the desperate attempts to cross
the river, see A. T. Steele, “Panic of Chinese in Capture of
Nanking, Scenes of Horror and Brutality Are Revealed,”
Chicago Daily News, February, 3, 1938, p. 2; Arthur Menken,
“Witness Tells Nanking Horror as Chinese Flee,” Chicago Tri-
bune, December 17, 1937, p. 4; Durdin, “Japanese Atrocities
Marked Fall of Nanking,” p. 38; Fitch, My Eighty Years in China,
p. 102; Wilson, When Tigers Fight; Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu
Yungong, and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the
Massacre in Nanjing”; author’s interviews with survivors.

77. Tang witnessed much of this chaos: For information on Tang’s
journey to the docks, see Sun Zhaiwei, 1937 Nanjing Beige,
pp. 133-35.

78. Terrified crews tried to ward off the surging mob: Author inter-
view with survivor Niu Xianming in Montery Park, Califor-
nia, and interviews with other survivors in Nanking, People’s
Republic of China.

78. That evening a fire broke out on Chungshan Road: How the
fire started near the Water Gate is a matter of dispute. A. T.
Steele wrote that Chinese soldiers torched the Ministry of
Communications—a beautiful $1 million office building and
ceremonial hall—to destroy all the ammunition that had been
stored inside [“Power of Chinese in Capture of Nanking,
Scenes of Horror and Brutality Are Revealed,” Chicago Daily
News, February 3, 1938]. Another speculates that stray Japa-
nese shells might have ignited nearby to ignite the ammuni-
tion; still another believes that two military vehicles had
collided and burst into flames in the tunnel under the Water
Gate [Dick Wilson, When Tigers Fight, pp. 66-85].

79. Never experienced a day as dark: Sun Zhaiwei, pp. 133-35.

CHAPTER 4: S1X WEEKS OF HORROR

81. Approximately half the original population: Sun Zhaiwei, “The
Nanking Massacre and the Nanking Population,” pp. 75-80.

82. Weary of fire, weary of bombardment: Frank Tillman Durdin,
“Japanese Atrocities Marked Fall of Nanking after Chinese
Command Fled,” New York Times, December 22, 1937, p. 38;
Minnie Vautrin, diary 1937-40, December 14, 1937, p. 110.
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Eyewitnesses later claimed: Hsu Chuang-ying, testimony before
IMTFE, Records from the Allied Operational/Occupation
Headquarters, IMTFE transcript, entry 319, record group 331,
p. 2562, National Archives. Hsu testifies: “The Japanese sol-
diers, when they entered the city—they were very very rough,
and they were very barbarous; they shoot at everyone in sight.
Anybody who runs away, or on the street, or hanging around
somewhere, or peeking through the door, they shoot them—
instant death.” Several newspaper articles, diary entries, and
letters echo Hsu's words. “Any person who, through excite-
ment or fear, ran at the approach of the Japanese soldiers was
in danger of being shot down,” FE Tillman Durdin wrote
(New York Times, December 22, 1937). “Often old men were
to be seen face downward on the pavement, apparently shot
in the back at the whim of some Japanese soldier.” See also
George Fitch's diary entries reprinted in Reader’s Digest (July
1938): “To run was to be plugged instantly,” he wrote. “Many
were shot in seemingly sporting mood by the Japs, who
laughed at the terror plainly visible on faces of coolies, mer-
chants, and students alike. It reminded me of a picnic of
devils.”

Unlike thousands of hapless civilians: Tang Shunsan, interview
with the author, Nanking, July 25, 1995.

Live burials: Committee for the Historical Materials of the
Nanking Massacre and the Nanjing Tushuguan (Nanking Li-
brary), ed., Nanjing datusha shiliao bianji weiyuanhei (Source
Materials Relating to the Horrible Massacre Committed by
the Japanese Troops in Nanking in December 1937)
(Nanking: Jiangsu guji chubanshe [Jiangsu Ancient Books
Publisher], July 1985), p. 142.

Mutilation: On nailing prisoners to wooden boards, see Ling
Da, “Xuelui hua jingling (Using Blood and Tears to Describe
Nanjing),” Yuzhou Feng (The Wind of the Universe) 71 (July
1938), reprinted in ibid., pp. 142-44. Ling Da was not a wit-
ness but someone who interviewed a survivor called Tan.

On the crucifixion of prisoners on trees and electrical posts
and bayonet practice, see Zhu Chengshan, Qinghua rijun
Nanjing datusha xingcunzhe zhengyanji (The Testimony of the
Survivors of the Nanking Massacre Committed by the Invading
Japanese) (Nanking: Nanjing daxue chubanshe [University of
Nanking Press], December 1994), p. 53; Source Materials Re-
lating to the Horrible Massacre (1985), pp. 142-44.
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On the Japanese carving strips of flesh from victims, see
Archival Documents Relating to the Horrible Massacre (1987),
pp. 68-77.

On eye-gouging, see Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu Yun-
gong, and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the Mas-
sacre in Nanjing.”

On atrocities with zhuizi needles, see an article written by
a soldier (identity unknown) who escaped from Nanking,
“Jingdi shouxing muji ji (Witnessing the Beastly Action of the
Japanese in Nanking),” Hankou Dagongbao, February 7, 1938,
reprinted in Source Materials Relating to the Horrible Massacre,
p. 129.

Death by fire: Xu Zhigeng, Nanjing datusha (The Rape of
Nanking) (Nanking: Jiangshu Wenyi Chubanshe [Jiangshu
Literary Publisher], November 1994), p. 74; Gao Xingzu, Wu
Shimin, Hu Yungong, and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperial-
ism and the Massacre in Nanjing”; Archival Documents Relat-
ing to the Horrible Massacre (1987), pp. 68-77.

Death by ice: Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu Yungong, and
Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the Massacre in
Nanjing.”

Death by dogs: Archival Documents Relating to the Horrible Mas-
sacre (1987), pp. 68-77.

The Japanese saturated victims in acid: Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin,
Hu Yungong, and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and
the Massacre in Nanjing.”

impaled babies: Xu Zhigeng, The Rape of Nanking, p. 138.

hung people by their tongues: Chia Ting Chen, “Hell on Earth:
The Japanese Army in Nanking During 1937-1938: A Bar-
baric Crime Against Humanity,” Chinese American Forum 1,
no. 1 (May 1984).

One Japanese reporter who later investigated: Wilson, When
Tigers Fight, p. 82.

Even genitals, apparently, were consumed: “Witnessing the
Beastly Action of the Japanese in Nanking,” p. 128. (Stories of
castration, along with pierced vaginas and anuses, are also
mentioned on page 68 of Draft Manuscript of the History Relat-
ing to the Horrible Massacre Committed by the Japanese Troops in
Nanking in December 1937.)

Susan Brownmiller, author of the landmark book Against Our
Will: Susan Brownmiller, telephone interview with the author.
Estimates range from as low as twenty thousand: Rosair, “For One
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Veteran, Emperor Visit Should Be Atonement”; Fitch,
“Nanking Outrages,” January 10, 1938, Fitch Collection; Li
En-han, “Questions of How Many Chinese Were Killed by the
Japanese Army in the Great Nanking Massacre,” Journal of
Studies of Japanese Aggression Against China (August 1990): 74.
Many such children were secretly killed: Oral history interview
with Lewis Smythe by Cyrus Peake and Arthur Rosenbaum,
Claremont Graduate School, December 11, 1970, February 26
and March 16, 1971, box 228, record group 8, Yale Divinity
School Library.

“uncounted”: “Deutsche Botschaft China,” report no. 21, start-
ing on page 114, in the German diplomatic reports, National
History Archives, Republic of China, submitted by the farm-
ers Wang Yao-shan, 75, Mei Yo-san, 70, Wang Yun-kui, 63,
and Hsia Ming-feng, 54, “to the German and Danish gentle-
men who were staying in the cement factory near Nanking on
26 January 1938.”

The Japanese raped Nanking women from all classes: Hu Hua-
ling, “Chinese Women Under the Rape of Nanking.”

Some actually conducted door-to-door searches: Minnie Vautrin,
diary 1937-40, March 8, 1938, p. 212.

This posed a terrible dilemma: Ibid., December 24, 1937, p. 127.

For instance, the Japanese army fabricated stories: Hsu Shuhsi,
ed., Documents of the Nanking Safety Zone, no. 266 (Shanghai,
Hong Kong, Singapore: Kelly & Walsh, 1939), p. 128.

Some soldiers employed Chinese traitors: Gao Xingzu, Wu
Shimin, Hu Yungong, and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperial-
ism and the Massacre in Nanjing.”

An estimated one-third of all rapes: Fitch, “Nanking Outrages,”
January 10, 1938, Fitch Collection.

Survivors even remember soldiers: Hou Zhanging (survivor), in-
terview with the author, Nanking, july 29, 1995.

No place was too sacred: Fitch, “Nanking Outrages,” January 10,
1938, Fitch Collection.

“Every day, twenty-four hours a day”: Quote in Dagong Daily
reprinted in Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu Yungong, and Zha
Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the Massacre in Nanjing.”
“clean the penis by her mouth”: Hsu Shuhsi, Documents of the
Nanking Safety Zone, no. 436, p. 154.

“rammed a stick up her instead”: Dick Wilson, p. 76; Hsu,
p- 123.
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Many women in their eighties: Hu Hua-ling, “Chinese Women
Under the Rape of Nanking”; “All Military Aggression in
China Including Atrocities Against Civilians and Others:
Summary of Evidence and Note of Argument,” submitted to
IMTFE by David Nelson Sutton, November 4, 1946, p. 41,
National Archives.

Little girls were raped so brutally: Shuhsi Hsu, Documents of the
Nanking Safety Zone, no. 428, p. 152.

Chinese witnesses saw Japanese rape girls under ten: Hou Zhan-
ging interview.

In some cases, the Japanese sliced open: “Deutsche Botschaft
China,” report no. 21, starting on page 114, in the German
diplomatic reports, National History Archives, Republic of
China. Another account reads: “Since the bodies of most of
these young girls were not yet fully developed, they were in-
sufficient to satisfy the animal desires of the Japanese. Still,
however, they would go ahead, tear open the girls’ genitals,
and take turns raping them”; Du Chengxiang, A Report on
the Japanese Atrocities (Shidai Publishing Co., 1939), p. 55,
reprinted in Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu Yungong, and
Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the Massacre in
Nanjing.”

Even advanced stages of pregnancy: Hu Hua-ling, “Chinese
Women Under the Rape of Nanking”; Robert Wilson, letter to
family, December 30, 1937, folder 3875, box 229, record
group 11, Yale Divinity School Library.

One victim who was nine months pregnant: IMTFE judgment, p.
451, National Archives.

At least one pregnant woman was kicked: Chu Yong Ung and
Chang Chi Hsiang, in “All Military Aggression in China In-
cluding Atrocities Against Civilians and Others,” p. 37.

After gang rape, Japanese soldiers: “A Debt of Blood: An Eyewit-
ness Account of the Barbarous Acts of the Japanese Invaders
in Nanjing,” Dagong Daily (Wuhan), February 7, 1938; Xinhua
Daily, February 24, 1951; Hu Hua-ling, “Chinese Women Un-
der the Rape of Nanking”; Tang Shunsan, interview with the
author, Nanking, People’s Republic of China, July 26, 1995;
Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu Yungong, and Zha Ruizhen,
“Japanese Imperialism and the Massacre in Nanjing.”

One of the most notorious stories of such a slaughter: The story of
Hsia's family (now Xia under the pinyin system) is told in a
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document describing the pictures taken at Nanking after De-
cember 13, 1937, Ernest and Clarissa Forster Collection, box
263, record group 8, Miscellaneous Personal Papers, Yale Di-
vinity School Library.

She was to endure brain damage: Xia Shuqing (then the eight-
year-old survivor), interview with the author, Nanking, July
27,1995.

“While I was there”: Hsu Chuang-ying (witness), testimony
before the IMTFE, Records from the Allied Operational/Occu-
pation Headquarters, entry 319, record group 331, p. 2572,
National Archives.

A similar story, no less grisly: Document about John Magee film
no. 7 describing the pictures taken at Nanking after Decem-
ber 13, 1937, Ernest and Clarissa Forster Collection.

Many other girls, tied naked to chairs: Bergamini, Japan's Imper-
ial Conspiracy, p. 27. See the photograph of one such victim in
the illustrations section of this book. It is unclear whether the
girl in the photograph is unconscious or dead.

“According to eyewitness reports”: Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu
Yungong, and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the
Massacre in Nanjing.”

During the mass rape the Japanese destroyed children: For an ac-
count of smothering of infants, see George Fitch diary, entry
dated December 17, 1937, quoted in Commanding Officer C.
E Jeffs to the Commander in Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet (letter-
head marked the U.S.S. Oahu), intelligence summary filed for
the week ending February 13, 1938, folder A8-21/FS#3, box
195, entry 81, record group 38, National Archives; and James
McCallum diary, January 7, 1938, Yale Divinity School Li-
brary. For an example of a child choking to death from clothes
stuffed in her mouth while her mother was raped, see Chang
Kia Sze, testimony of April 6, 1946, Records from the Allied
Operational/Occupation Headquarters, IMTFE transcript, en-
try 319, record group 331, pp. 4506-7, National Archives.
“415. February 3, about 5 p.m.”: Hsu Shubhsi, editor, Documents
of the Nanking Safety Zone. Prepared under the Auspices of the
Council of International Affairs, Chung King (Shanghai,
Hong Kong, Singapore: Kelly & Walsh, Ltd., 1939), p. 159.
“stuck a wire through his nose”: Wong Pan Sze (24 at the time of
the tribunal, 15 at the time of the Rape of Nanking), testi-
mony before the IMTFE, Records of the IMTFE, court exhibits,
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1948, World War I War Crimes Records Collection, box 134,
entry 14, record group 238, National Archives.

Perhaps one of the most brutal forms of Japanese entertainment:
“Sometimes the soldiers would use bayonets to slice off the
women's breasts, revealing the pale white ribs inside their
chests. Sometimes they would pierce their bayonets into the
women'’s genitals and leave them crying bitterly on the road-
side. Sometimes the Japanese took up wooden bats, hard reed
rods, and even turnips, forced the implements into the
women’s vaginae, and violently beat them to death. Other
soldiers stood by applauding the scene and laughing
heartily”; quote from Military Commission of the Kuo-
mingtang, Political Department, “A True Record of the Atroc-
ities Committed by the Invading Japanese Army,” compiled
July 1938, reprinted in Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu Yungong,
and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the Massacre in
Nanjing”; Wong Pan Sze testimony before the IMTFE; Hu
Hua-ling, “Chinese Women Under the Rape of Nanking.”
For instance, one Japanese soldier: Forster to his wife, January
24, 1938, Ernest and Clarissa Forster Collection.

And on December 22, in a neighborhood near the gate: Zhu
Chengshan, The Testimony of the Survivors of the Nanjing Mas-
sacre, p. 50.

Chinese men were often sodomized: see Shuhsi Hsu, Documents
of the Nanking Safety Zone, no. 430, p. 153. Also Dick Wilson,
p. 76.

At least one Chinese man was murdered: “Shisou houde nanjing
(Nanking After the Fall into Japanese Hands),” Mingzheng yu-
gongyu 20 (January 1938). This article is based on interviews
with people who escaped from Nanking and arrived in
Wuhan on January 18, 1938. It is reprinted in Source Materials
Relating to the Horrible Massacre (1985), p. 150.

A Chinese woman had tried to disguise herself: Xu Zhigeng, The
Rape of Nanking, p. 115; Sun Zhaiwei, 1937 Nanjing Beige, p.
353.

Guo Qi, a Chinese battalion commander: Ko Chi (also known as
Guo Qi), “Shendu xueluilu (Recording with Blood and Tears
the Fallen Capital),” written in the first half of 1938, pub-
lished in August 1938 by Xijing Pingbao, a Xian newspaper
(Xijing is an older name for Xian), reprinted in Source Materi-
als Relating to the Horrible Massacre (1985), p. 13.
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96.
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His report is substantiated: “Deutsche Botschaft China,” report
no. 21, starting on page 114, in the German diplomatic re-
ports, National History Archives, Republic of China.

One such family was crossing the Yangtze River: Hsu Chuang-ying
(witness), testimony before the IMTFE, Records from the Al-
lied Operational/Occupation Headquarters, entry 319, record
group 331, p. 2573, National Archives. One survivor, Li Ke-he,
witnessed four Japanese soldiers who, after raping a 40-year-
old woman, forced her father-in-law and son to have sex with
her; see Hu Hua-ling, “Chinese Women Under the Rape of
Nanking,” p. 68. The IMTFE records also mention a father be-
ing forced by the Japanese to rape his own daughters, a brother
his sister, and an old man his son’s wife. “Breasts were torn off,
and women were stabbed in the bosoms. Chins were smashed
and teeth knocked out. Such hideous scenes are unbearable to
watch,” the record added; court exhibits, 1948, box 134, entry
14, record group 238, p. 1706, World War II War Crimes
Records Collection, National Archives.

Many were able to hide from the Japanese for months: Minnie
Vautrin, diary 1937-40, January 23 and February 24, 1938,
pp. 167, 201.

In the countryside women hid in covered holes: 1bid., February
23, 1938, p. 200.

One Buddhist nun and a little girl: John Magee to “Billy”
(signed “John”), January 11, 1938, Ernest and Clarissa Forster
Collection.

Some used disguise—rubbing soot on their faces: Bergamini,
Japan’s Imperial Conspiracy, p. 37; Minnie Vautrin, diary
1937-40, December 17, 1937, p. 115.

One clever young woman disguised herself as an old woman: Min-
nie Vautrin, diary 1937-40, January 23, 1938, p. 168.

Others feigned sickness, such as the woman: Hsu Shuhsi, Docu-
ments of the Nanking Safety Zone, no. 408, p. 158.

Another woman took the advice: Forster's undated letter to his
wife, Ernest and Clarissa Forster Collection.

One girl barely avoided assault: John Magee, letter to his wife,
January 1, 1938, archives of David Magee.

Those who defied the Japanese: Gao Xingzu, Wu Shimin, Hu
Yungong, and Zha Ruizhen, “Japanese Imperialism and the
Massacre in Nanjing.”

A schoolteacher gunned down five Japanese soldiers: Hu Hua-ling,
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NOTES

“Chinese Women Under the Rape of Nanking,” p. 68.

In 1937, eighteen-year-old Li Xouying: Li Xouying, interview
with the author, Nanking, July 27, 1995.

“The question is so big”: Miner Searle Bates testimony before
the IMTFE, pp. 2629-30.

The Chinese military specialist Liu Fang-chu: Li En-han, “Ques-
tions of How Many Chinese Were Killed by the Japanese
Army in the Great Nanking Massacre,” Journal of Studies of
Japanese Aggression Against China (August 1990).

Officials at the Memorial Hall of the Victims of the Nanking Mas-
sacre by Japanese Invaders: Author’s interviews with museum
officials. The number 300,000 is inscribed prominently on
the museum'’s entrance. Honda Katsuichi, a Japanese writer,
went back to Nanking a few decades later to check the stories
for himself. He thinks that 200,000 Chinese were killed by
the second day of the capture of the city and that by February
the death toll had risen to 300,000. (Wilson, When Tigers
Fight, pp. 81-82.) The Chinese historian Li En-han said that
“the estimate of the total number of deaths . . . as 300,000 is
absolutely reliable.” (Hu Hua-ling, “Commemorating the
53rd Anniversary of the Great Nanking Massacre: Refuting
Shintaro Ishihara’s Absurdity and Lie,” Journal of Studies of
Japanese Aggression Against China, November 1990, p. 27.)
The IMTFE judges concluded that more than 260,000 people:
“Table: Estimated Number of Victims of Japanese Massacre in
Nanking,” document no. 1702, box 134, IMTFE records,
court exhibits, 1948, World War Il War Crimes Records Col-
lection, entry 14, record group 238, National Archives.
Fujiwara Akira, a Japanese historian: Hu Hua-ling, “Commem-
orating the 53rd Anniversary,” p. 72.

John Rabe, who never conducted a systematic count: John Rabe, “En-
emy Planes over Nanking,” report to Adolf Hitler, in the Yale Di-
vinity School Library. Rabe writes: “According to Chinese
reports, a total of 100,000 Chinese civilians were murdered. But
that seems to be an overassessment—we Europeans estimate
the number to be somewhere between 50,000 and 60,000.”
The Japanese author Hata Ikuhiko claims: Cook and Cook, Japan
at War, p. 39.

Still others in Japan: Ibid.

In 1994 archival evidence emerged: United Press International,
May 10, 1994.
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100.

100.

101.

102.

103.
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Perhaps no one has made a more thorough study: Sun Zhaiwei,
“The Nanking Massacre and the Nanking Population,” pp.
75-80; “Guanyu nanjing datusa siti chunide yenjou (On the
Subject of Body Disposal During the Nanking Massacre),”
Nanjing Shehui Kexue 44, no. 4 (1991): 72-78.

Nanjing zizhi weiyuanhui: The setting up of such a puppet gov-
ernment was a longstanding custom of the Japanese in areas
of China they occupied and it enabled the Japanese to pre-
serve local structures of power and make some local elites be-
holden to them.

However, this statistic balloons still larger: Archival Documents Re-
lating to the Horrible Massacre (1987), pp. 101-3; “150,000
Bodies Dumped in River in Nanking Massacre Affidavit,”
Reuters, December 14, 1990.

For instance, in his paper: Wu Tien-wei, “Let the Whole World
Know the Nanking Massacre: A Review of Three Recent Picto-
rial Books on the Massacre and Its Studies,” report distributed
in 1997 by the Society for Studies of Japanese Aggression
Against China.

The authors James Yin and Shi Young: Shi Young, telephone in-
terview with the author.

They dismiss arguments from other experts: It is difficult to say
how many bodies washed up along the river were eventually
buried along the banks. On April 11, 1938, Minnie Vautrin
wrote in her diary that a man mentioned to her that “there
are reported still many dead bodies on both sides of the
Yangtze and many bloated ones floating down the river—
soldiers and civilians. I asked him if he meant tens or hun-
dreds and he said it seemed to him to be thousands and
thousands”; diary 1937-40, p. 247.

“Since return (to) Shanghai a few days ago”: “Red Machine” Japa-
nese diplomatic messages, no. 1263, translated February 1,
1938, record group 457, National Archives. Manchester
Guardian correspondent H. J. Timperley originally wrote this
report, which was stopped by Japanese censors in Shanghai.
(See “Red Machine” Japanese diplomatic messages, no. 1257.)
His estimate of 300,000 deaths was later included in the mes-
sage sent by Japanese Foreign Minister Hirota Koki to Washing-
ton, DC. The significance of this message is that the Japanese
government not only knew about the 300,000 figure given by
Timperley but tried to suppress the information at the time.



NOTES

CHAPTER 5: THE NANKING SAFETY ZONE
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106.
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Tang Shunsan, interview with the author, Nanking, People’s
Republic of China, July 26, 1995.

The Japanese even inflicted medical experiments: Sheldon Harris,
Factories of Death: Japanese Biological Warfare, 1932-1945, and
the American Cover-up (London: Routledge, 1994), pp. 102-12.
The Japanese authorities devised a method of mass control: “From
California to Szechuan, 1938,” Albert Steward diary, entry for
December 20, 1939, private collection of Leland R. Steward.
The dreaded famine never struck: Lewis Smythe, “War Damage



166.

166.

166.

166.

166.

166.

167.
167.

NOTES
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One of the most famous exhibits: Television documentary on
Wu Xuan and Luo Jing, aired July 25, 1995, Jiangsu television
station channel 1.

A Japan Advertiser article: Xu Zhigeng, The Rape of Nanking,
pPp- 215-16.

The focal point of the Nanking war crimes trials: Ibid., pp.
218-30.

The scope of the trial was staggering: For statistics on the IMTFE,

289



290 NOTES

173.
173.
173.

173.
174.
174.
174.

175.
175.

175.

175.

176.

176.

see Arnold Brackman, The Other Nuremberg: The Untold Story
of the Tokyo War Crimes Trials (New York: Morrow, 1987), pp.
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“Chastise the Nanking government”: IMTFE judgment.
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The information about Nakajima Kesago comes from Kimura
Kuninori, Koseiha shogun Nakajima Kesago [Nakajima Kesago,
General of the Individualist Faction]. Tokyo: Kéjinsha, 1987.
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“bits and pieces”: Goozner, “New Hirohito Revelations Startle
Japan,” Chicago Tribune, July 7, 1994.
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One man who was nearly roasted alive: Author’s interview with a
survivor (name withheld on request).

Another woman whose father was executed: Liu Fonghua, inter-
view with the author, Nanking, July 29, 1995.

In the local newspaper, Lewis Smythe saw articles: Oral history
interview with Lewis Smythe by Cyrus Peake and Arthur
Rosenbaum, Claremont Graduate School, December 11,
1970, February 26, and March 16, 1971, box 228, record
group 8, Yale Divinity School Library.
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Rikou zai Nanjing da tusha (Remember the Great Massacre at
Nanking),” reprinted in Xinhua Yuebao 3, pp. 988-91.

“Dr. Smythe, there are 100,000 people in this city”: Peake and
Rosenbaum oral history interview with Smythe.

In 1951 he left his position: “Biographic Sketch and Summary
of Contents,” in Peake and Rosenbaum oral history interview
with Smythe.

Bates also left Nanking: Morton G. Bates, letter to the author,
October 7, 1996.

David Magee, son of the Reverend John Magee, is certain: David
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For example, Edith Fitch Swapp: Edith Fitch Swapp, telephone in-
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Nanking days had something to do with it too” (p. 125).
Robert Wilson, the University of Nanking Hospital surgeon: Mar-
jorie Wilson, telephone interview with the author.

“I'm about at the end of my energy”: Minnie Vautrin, diary
1937-40, April 14, 1940, p. 526.

“In May 1940 Miss Vautrin's heath broke”: Minnie Vautrin, diary
1937-40, handwritten note on the bottom of the last page.
Her niece recalls that Vautrin's colleagues: Description of
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1928, entry, p. 199; George Rosen report “Deutsche Botschaft
China,” document no. 122, National History Archives, Re-
public of China.
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“I am happy I could help you”: Martha Begemann, letter to the
author, April 26, 1996.
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Germany comes from Ursula Reinhardt, letters to the author,
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“My grandfather looked embarrassed”: Ursula Reinhardt, letter
to author, April 27, 1996, p. 2.

“There is no job for me at Siemens”: John Rabe diary, entry for
the years 1945 and 1946, translated September 12, 1996,
by Ursula Reinhardt in letter to the author, September 18,
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