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September 4, 2015

50 Japanese Academics’ Rebuttal of the 20 American Historians’ Statement

Generally speaking, it is better that governments do not intervene in the writing
of history texthooks. However, if clear, factual mistakes are found in textbooks, and if
those mistakes have extremely negative effects on the dignity of a given country and its
nationals, then it is natural that such a country’s government requests revisions of the
errors. We think McGraw-Hill's textbook is just such a case..In their March 17, 2015
booklet “Requesting Corrections of Factual Errors in McGraw-Hill Textbook,” 19
Japanese historians identified 8 apparent factual errors within 26 lines in merely 2
paragraphs concerning the issue of the Comfort Women, and then requested that the
textbook’s publisher, McGraw-Hill, correct these errors. If the US government was in
the same situation, it presumably would have taken issue with the publisher and
author of such an error-laden textbook, in an incomparably fiercer manner.

The title of the Statement of the 20 American Historians published in the
March 2015 issue of the American Historical Association’s (AHA) magazine
Perspectives on History is "Standing with Historians of Japan®. However, even
Professor YOSHIMI Yoshiaki, whom the 20 American Historians hold in high regards in
their Statement, could identify multiple factual errors in the McGraw-Hill textbook, if
he were asked to do so. We are afraid that, in point of fact, the 20 American historians
would never be able to find a single Japanese academician with whom they could stand.
It would be as if they were standing with Japanese ghosts.

Both the author of the McGraw-Hill textbook and the authors and co-signers of
the 20 American Historians’ statement never mentioned the IWG (Interagency Working
Group) Report of April 2007, which stated that they could not find any documentation to
show that the Japanese government’s committed war crimes with respect to the
Comfort Women during the Second World War. This report was the result of very
thorough research by the US National Archives and Record Administration (NARA).
NARA identified 142,000 pages of Japanese-related classified documents held by the
Office of Strategic Services (0OSS), CIA, FBI and US Army Counterintelligence Corps
(CIC) and others, and this research task took 7 years and cost 30 millicn dollars. If the
author of the McGraw-Hill textbook and the 20 American historians did not know about
the IWG Report, then they should be censured for performing an inadequate study; if



they did know about the IWG Report, but ignored it, then their impartiality as
academicians should be seriously questioned.

In the McGraw-Hill textbook, there are phrases such as “the army presented the
women to the troops as a gift from the Emperor” and “At the end of the war, soldiers
massacred large numbers of comfort women to cover up the operation.” These accounts
are completely without supporting historical evidence. Writers of fiction have license to
create alternative realities using their imaginations, but history textbooks written by
serious scholars should contain nothing but demonstrable truths. Furthermore, we have
to say that the credibility of the McGraw-Hill textbook as a whole should be seriously
questioned as 8 errors of fact in only 26 lines, mentioned earlier, on the Comfort Women
were found in the textbook. Given how many mistakes were in just these two
paragraphs, one would seriously wonder about the quality of the other parts of the
textbook. This is a problem that affects the prestige of American historians as a whole.
American historians need to make an effort to check the appropriateness of American
history textbooks in America, across the board, rather than point fingers at the
Japanese government when it tries to call attention to these errors of fact. The efforts of
American historians will determine whether or not future generations of Americans will
have the correct historical view, which will be extremely important for the US as well as
for the rest of the world.

* This is a rebuttal by Japanese academics of the statement by 20 American historians
published in the March 2015 issue of Perspectives on History, the magazine of the

American Historical Association (AHA).
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HBEF 1 : '20 American Historians' Statement’ (JE30) j

Standing with Historians of Japan

As historians, we express our dismay at recent attempts by the Japanese government

to suppress statements in history textbooks both in Japan and elsewhere about the

"euphemistically named "comfort women" who suffered under a brutal system of sexual

exploitation in the service of the Japanese imperial army during World War I

Historians continue to debate whether the numbers of women exploited were in the
tens of thousands or the hundreds of thousands and what precise role the military played
in their procurement. Yet the careful research of Historian Yoshimi Yoshiaki in Japanese
government archives and the testimonials of survivors throughout Asia have rendered
beyond dispute the essential features of a system that amounted to state-sponsorved
sexual slavery. Many of the women were conscripted against their will and taken to
stations at the front where they had no freedom of movement. Survivors have described
being raped by officers and beaten for attempting to escape.

As part of its effort to promote patriotic education, the present administration of
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is vocally questioning the established history of the comforf
women and seeking to eliminate veferences to them in school textbooks. Some
conservative Japanese politicians have deployed legalistic arguments in order to deny
state responsibilities, while others have slandered the survivors. Rightwing extremists
threaten and intimidate journalists and scholars involved in documenting the system and
the stories of its victims.

We recognize that the Japanese government is not alone in seeking to narrate history
in its own interest, In the United States, state and local boards of education have sought
to _rewrite school textbooks to obscure accounts of African American slavery or to
eliminate "unpatriotic" references to the Vietnam War, for example. In 2014, Russia
passed a law criminalizing dissemination of what the government deems false |
information about Soviet activities during World War II. This years, on the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian genocide, a2 Turkish citizen can be sent to jail for asserting
that the government bears responsibility. The Japanese government, however, is now
dirvectly targeting the work of historians both at home and abroad.

On November 7, 2014, Japan's Foreign Ministry instructed its New York Consulate
General to ask McGraw-Hill publishers to correct the depiction of the comfort women in

1ts world history textbook  Traditions and FEncounters:' A Global Perspective on the Past,



coauthored by historians Herbert Ziegler and Jerry Bentley.

On January 15, 2015, the Wall Street Journalreported a meeting that took place last
December between Japanese diplomats and McGraw Hill representatives. The
publisher refused the Japanese government's request for erasure of two paragraphs,
stating that scholars had established the historical facts about the comfort women.

On Janunary 29, 2015, the New York Times further reported that Prime Minister
dirvectly targeted the textbook during a parliamentary session, stating that he "was
shocked" to learn that his government had "failed to correct the things lit] should have."

We support the publisher and agree with author Herbert Ziegler that no government
should have the right to censor history. We stand with the many historians in Japan and
elsewhere who have worked to bring to light the facts about this and other atrocities of
World Wardl.

We practice and produce history to learn from the past. We therefore oppose the
efforts of states or special interests to pressure publishers or historians to alter the

results of their research for political purposes.

Jeremy Adelman Princeton University
W.Jalani Cobb University of Connecticut
Alexis Dudden University of Connecticut
Sabine Fruhstuck  University of Califarnia, Santa Barbara
Carol Gluck Columbia University
Sheldon Garon Princeton University
Mark Healey University of Connecticut
Miriam Kingsherg University of Colorado
Nikolay Koposov Georgia Institute of Technology
Peter Kuznick  American Univarsity
Patric Manning University of Pittsburgh
Devin Pendas  Boston College
Mark Selden Cornell University
Franziska Seraphim Boston College
Stefan Tanaka University of California, San Diego
Julia Adeney Thomas  Notre Dame University
Jeffrey Wasserstrom University of California, Irvine
Theodore Jun Yoo University of Hawaii
Herbert Ziegler University of Hawail
Andrew Gordon, Harvard University (&BIZ38MENZ 0 |
Editor's Note: This letter originated from an informal meeting held at the AHA Annual
Meeting on January 2, 2015 in Nesw York City
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JH.Bentley and Herbert F.Ziegler, Traditions & Encounters: A Global
Perspective on the Past, McGraw-Hill, 2011, 5th. edition, p.-853.

Comtort Women Women’s experiences in war were not
always ennobling or empowering. The Japanese army forc-
ibly recruited, conscripted, and dragooned as many as two
hundred thousand women age fourteen to twenty to serve
in military brothels, called “comfort houses” or “consolation
centers.” The army presented the women to the troops as
a gift from the emperor, and the women came from Japa-
nese colanjes such as Korea, Taiwan, and Manchuria and
from occupied territories in the Philippinés and elsewhere

. in southeast Asia. The majority of the women came from
Korea and China,

Once forced into this imperial prostitution service, the
“‘comfort women?” catered to between twenty and thirty men
each day. Stationed in war zones, the woinen often confronted
the same risks as soldiers, arnd many became casualties of
war. Others were killed by Japanese soldiers, especially if
they tried to escape or contracted venereal diseases. At the
end of the war, soldiers massacred large numbers of comfort
women to cover up the operation. The impetus behind the
establishment of comfort houses for Japanese soldiers’came
from the horrors of Nanjing, where the mass rape of Chinese
womien had taken place. In trying to avoid such atrocities,
the Japanese army . created another horror of war. Comfort
women who survived the ‘war experienced deep shame and
hid their past or faced shunning by their families. They
found little comfort or peace after the war,
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J.H Bentley and Herbert F.Ziegler, Traditions & Encounters: A Global
Perspective on the Past, McGraw-Hill, 2011, p.853.

Comfort Women Women's experiences in war were not always ennobling or
empowering. The Japanese army ®forcibly recruited, conscripted, and
dragooned @as many as two hundred thousand women ®age fourteen to twenty
to serve in military brothels, called "comfort houses" or "consolation centers".




The army presented the women to the troops @as a gift from the emperor, and
the women came from Japanese colonies such as Korea, Taiwan, and Manchuria
and from occupied territories in the Philippines and elsewhere in southeast Asia.
The ®majority of the women came from Korea and China.

Once forced into this imperial prostitution service, the "comfort women"
catered to ®between twenty and thirty men each day. Stationed in war zones,
the women often confronted @the same risks as soldiers, and many became
casualties of war. Others were killed by Japanese soldiers, especially if they
fried to escape or contracted venereal diseases. At the end of the war, soldiers
®massacred large numbers of comfort women fo cover up the operation. The
impetus behind the establishment of comfort houses for Japanese soldiers came
from the horrors of Nanjing, where the mass rape of Chinese women had taken
place. In trying to avoid such atrocities, the Japanese army created another
horror of war. Comfort women who survived the war experienced deep shame
and hid their past or faced shunning by their families. They found little comfort
or peace after the war.
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